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Literacy Matters: News You Can Use 
 
April 2008 
 
As the spring 2008 FOR- PD course is coming to a close, the FOR-
PD project would like to take t ime to congratulate our soon to be 
graduates. We would also like to welcome those who will begin the 
course for summer on May 12. We are here to help and assist you. 
Please feel free to contact us with questions and feedback about 
FOR- PD. 
 
Sincerely, 
The FOR- PD Staff  
 
  
April is School Library Media Month 
 
From FAME Website: Governor Charlie Crist extends his sincere 
wishes for the observance of School Library Media Month, April 
2008. Each year our school districts and Florida cit izens celebrate 
this month to showcase the programs, services, and resources 
provided by school library media centers. This celebratory month 
provides opportunit ies across the state to highlight school library 
media contribut ions for improving the quality of education. 
 
Findings from research studies conducted in nineteen states, 
including the Florida statewide library media study entit led, Making 



the Grade: The Status of School Library Media Centers in the 
Sunshine State and How They Contribute to Student Achievement, 
report that school library media programs make a measurable 
dif ference in assisting students funct ion successfully in school, 
preparing them for lifelong learning and enhancing their reading 
enjoyment. Addit ionally, it  is appropriate that this month, which 
recognizes school library media services in Florida, also coincides 
with National Library Week that highlights the impact of all types of 
libraries on the nationÕs cit izens. Click here to read the 
proclamation. 
 
  
Summer Fun and Learning Beyond the Classroom 
 
Learning Beyond the Classroom, the ReadWriteThink.org site 
designed to help children and teens build their literacy learning 
outside of school, is growing! The site now offers even more 
act ivit ies for children ages 4 to 18 and includes booklists, reading 
logs, book review podcasts, and best pract ice videos to help 
caregivers and tutors make the most of summer reading and writ ing 
opportunit ies. 
 
To see all of these features and more, please visit  
www.readwritethink.org/ beyondtheclassroom/ summer. Spread the 
word about this great resource!!! 
 
  
Remove Limits to Learning with Systematic Vocabulary 
Instruction 
 
Authored by Bj Stone and Vicki Urquhart from McREL, this booklet 
sets the stage for creating and implementing a systematic approach 
to vocabulary instruct ion and describes the posit ive outcomes you 
can expect when vocabulary becomes an essential part of classroom 
instruct ion. The booklet contains three sect ions: 
 
    *  Overview of research on vocabulary development 
    *  Four research- based principles to guide any vocabulary 
program 
    * Strategies for translat ing the research into classroom pract ice 
 



You can download this booklet in PDF format for free from the 
McREL site. 
 
  
Technology Thread Added to the FOR-PD Course 
 
FOR- PD is adding a new thread to the FOR- PD course beginning 
summer 2008. The ÒTechnology and LiteracyÓ addit ion to the FOR-
PD course explores how teachers can ut il ize technology to support 
reading instruct ion and studentsÕ reading development in grades 
PreK- 12. 
 
When teachers visit  the ÒTechnology & LiteracyÓ icon (shown above 
by the heading), they will be provided with a variety of opt ions (e.g., 
a quality video clip, or a relevant website, an audio clip, or a 
webquest, or an interact ive act ivity) that demonstrate how to 
integrate literacy and technology. This new resource offers a 
relevant, research- based alignment with each FOR- PD lesson 
object ives and content. 
 
We believe that teachers will be motivated, and will become better 
equipped, to use technology in their classrooms to support l iteracy 
in new and innovative ways. 
 
In Focus: FOR-PD Feature 
  
FOR-PD Reading Strategy of the Month 
 
This month's Reading Strategy of the Month focuses on using 
storytelling to enhance concept development with a focus on the 
Prereading Activity for Concept Enhancement (PACE) strategy. This 
strategy assists students with sett ing a purpose for reading, 
become aware of concepts and themes, learn pert inent vocabulary, 
and tap into their background knowledge. Developed by Dr. Will iam 
Welker, this prereading strategy offers teachers a way to prepare 
students for learning through stortelling (1986). 
 
Try this strategy in your classroom and then email us and tell us 
how it  worked (forpd@mail.ucf.edu). Also, don't  forget to share the 
strategy with your colleagues. Other FOR- PD strategies that you 
may want to look at include the following: 
 



FOR- PD's November/ December 2007 Reading Strategy of the 
Month; Language Experience Approach 
FOR- PD's August 2006 Reading Strategy of the Month: Scaffolding 
FOR- PD's December 2006 Reading Strategy of the Month: Tea Party 
 
Each month we feature an effect ive reading strategy, explain the 
rat ionale behind the strategy, give direct ions on how to use the 
strategy with students, present ideas for adapting the strategy to 
dif ferent content areas, present ideas for assessing the strategy, 
and of course provide a printable PDF version of the strategy. Check 
out our Reading Strategy Archive to see past Reading Strategies of 
the Month. 
 
 
 
ABCs of Reading 
 
Come Fly Wi th Me 
by Satomi Ichikawa 
Primary 
 
From the Publisher: When Woggy, the stuffed dog, and Cosmos, the 
wooden airplane, decide it  is t ime to get away from the toy box and 
to go Somewhere, they f igure the only way to go is to f ly, and the 
only way to f ly is together. So in a grand adventure, out and up they 
swoop, Satomi- style: whirling up stairs, and past sleepy apartment 
windows, and over enchanting rooftops. Until they meet the Cloud 
Monster.... 
 
This ear- f lapping, propeller- spinning twosome is, quite simply, 
adorable. And the surprise at the end of the book will take your 
breath away. It  did theirs! 
 
Charming in its simplicity, this is another Ichikawa book children 
will love. 
 
 
 
Into the Dark  
by Peter Abrahams 
Intermediate- Middle School 
 



From the Publisher: In Echo Falls, secrets buried in the past don't  
always stay there. 
 
An idyllic day of snowshoeing on Grampy's land with Joey Strade 
turns out to be less than idyllic when thirteen- year- old super sleuth 
Ingrid Levin- Hill stumbles upon a body lying in the snow. This 
discovery sends the town of Echo Falls into a tailspin in which 
secrets long hidden are revealed and Grampy gets sent to jail. While 
Ingrid works to clear Grampy's name and uncover what really 
happened to the man in the snow, she discovers even more secrets 
she wishes she never knew. Just like the character Gretel, whom 
Ingid is playing in the Prescott Players' production of Hansel and 
Gretel, Ingrid must go deep into the darkness to f ind the truth. 
 
In the third book in the Edgar Award- nominated and national 
bestselling Echo Falls series, Peter Abrahams's talent for building 
suspense shines as Ingrid embarks on her most harrowing 
adventure yet. 
 
  
 
r id iculous/ hi lar ious/ ter r ible/ cool  
by Elisha Cooper 
High School 
 
From the Publisher: Elisha Cooper spent a year hanging out at a 
Chicago high school- -  l istening, watching, questioning, and 
sketching the students. He followed eight kids in part icular, mostly 
seniors, through their ent ire year, and by telling their specif ic 
stories- - of classes, extra- curriculars, friends, romances, and 
family- - he gives us a more general picture of what itÕs like to be a 
high school student today. Part documentary, part soap opera, part 
sketchbook, this is an eye- opening, thoroughly entertaining 
account- - one that will appeal equally to readers who are looking 
forward to high school and those who are looking back. 
  
 
Mudbound 
by Hillary Jordan 
High School - Adult 
 



From the Publisher: A gripping and exquisitely rendered story of 
forbidden love, betrayal, and murder, set against the brutality of the 
Jim Crow South. 
 
When Henry McAllan moves his city- bred wife, Laura, to a cotton 
farm in the Mississippi Delta in 1946, she f inds herself  in a place 
both foreign and frightening. Laura does not share Henry's love of 
rural l ife, and she struggles to raise their two young children in an 
isolated shotgun shack with no indoor plumbing or electricity, all 
the while under the eye of her hateful, racist father- in- law. When it  
rains, the waters rise up and swallow the bridge to town, stranding 
the family in a sea of mud. 
 
As the McAllans are being tested in every way, two celebrated 
soldiers of World War II return home to help work the farm. Jamie 
McAllan is everything his older brother Henry is not: charming, 
handsome, and sensit ive to Laura's plight, but also haunted by his 
memories of combat. Ronsel Jackson, eldest son of the black 
sharecroppers who live on the McAllan farm, comes home from 
f ight ing the Nazis with the shine of a war hero, only to face far 
more personalÑ and dangerousÑ batt les against the ingrained 
bigotry of his own countrymen. It  is the unlikely friendship of these 
two brothers- in- arms, and the passions they arouse in others, that 
drive this powerful debut novel. Mudbound reveals how everyone 
becomes a player in a tragedy on the grandest scale, even as they 
strive for love and honor. 
 
Jordan's indelible portrayal of two families caught up in the blind 
hatred of a small Southern town earned the prest igious Bellwether 
Prize for Fict ion, awarded biennially to a f irst l iterary novel that 
addresses issues of social injust ice. 
 
 
ABCs of Reading 
Professional Book Recommendations 
 
Nour ishing Vocabulary 
Balancing Words and Learning 
by Shi ra Lubl iner  and Judi th A. Scot t  
 
Nurture children's intellectual growth with rich language 
experiences! 



 
All children need a strong verbal foundation in order to part icipate 
fully in school experiences. Aligned with f indings from the National 
Reading Panel Report, Nourishing Vocabulary emphasizes the 
importance of support ing students' academic development with 
targeted vocabulary instruct ion that includes a wide range of 
language forms and words. 
 
The authors provide sound theory and pract ical techniques to help 
teachers bridge the achievement gap by strengthening vocabulary, 
deepening literacy skills, and raising performance levels for all 
children. This rich resource includes a wealth of specif ic strategies 
for: 
 
    *  Vocabulary acquisit ion 
    *  Read- alouds and independent reading 
    *  Decoding unknown words 
    *  Helping students dist inguish between language patterns at 
home and at school 
 
When fully explored, a literacy program focused on vocabulary 
building, problem solving strategies, word consciousness, and an 
appreciat ion for oral language can result  in meaningful, complex 
learning experiences that contribute to students' academic and 
real- world success. 
 
 
Word Play 
Bui ld ing Vocabulary Across Texts and Discip l ines, Grades 6- 12 
by Sandra R Whitaker 
 
Vocabulary is keyÑ to comprehension, to deep academic 
understanding, to communicat ion. But with so many words and so 
lit t le instruct ional t ime, how can teachers ensure that students do 
more than merely memorize word lists? That they make words their 
own and use them well in all their reading, writ ing, and speaking 
act ivit ies? In Word Play, Sandra Whitaker, a National Board Cert if ied 
Teacher, leads the way to effect ive, meaningful vocabulary 
instruct ion that helps students in every subject area. 
 
With Word Play youÕll teach so that students donÕt just what know 
what words mean, but how they convey meaning and what their 



appropriate uses are. Three aspects of learning must work together 
for successful vocabulary instruct ion, and Whitaker details what 
they are and how to teach them: 
 
    *  Morphemic structureÑ where words come from, how they are 
formed, and how they can be changed to form new words 
    *  Conceptual meaning makersÑ the small but important group of 
context- specif ic terms that support meaning making within 
assigned texts but are rarely used outside those texts 
    *  Academic vocabularyÑ cross- discipline and discipline- specif ic 
words that support learning by helping students determine 
meanings in relat ion to the subjects they study and use precise 
language to communicate their thinking. 
 
Whitaker makes the theoret ical pract ical, presenting the theory and 
research behind high- quality instruct ion, then following up with 
engaging, interest ing ways for students to pract ice all three aspects 
of vocabulary. YouÕll replace monotonous memorizat ion with 
enjoyable act ivit ies that capitalize on adolescentsÕ natural interest 
in words and language. Il lustrat ing her strategies with student 
samples and stories from real classrooms, Whitaker even presents 
ideas for dif ferentiat ion that make vocabulary instruct ion accessible 
for all students. 
 
Give the gif t  of language. Put away the boring word lists and teach 
in ways that promote usage, not memorizat ion. YouÕll encourage a 
deeper understanding of texts across the curriculum and provide 
avenues for students to express their thinking more precisely. Put 
joy into words with Word Play. 
 
 
Chatterbox 
 
FOR-PD Literacy Blog 
 
FOR- PD has launched the "FOR- PD Literacy Blog". This blog is 
provided to all those interested in literacy and literacy research. 
Throughout the semester the FOR- PD Reading Specialist  will be 
post ing thoughts, ideas, and follow- up for the lessons provided 
within the FOR- PD course. She will post reading news, new 
research, and literacy links that you may want to visit  and share 
with others. 



 
You can read the blog by visit ing the blog site at 
http:/ / forpd.ucf.edu/ literacyblog/ . In order to make comments to a 
post ing you must become a registered user. To register, please visit  
http:/ / forpd.ucf.edu/ literacyblog/ wp- login.php?action= register 
and type in a user name and email address. Once this has been 
completed, a password will be emailed to you. (You can also 
subscribe via your e- mail address on our literacy blog site.) 
 
Online Chats 
Tech/Course Chats 
 
The tech/ course chats offered by FOR- PD cover technology and 
course content questions about the FOR- PD course. These are held 
by our Help Desk Manager and/ or Technology Specialist  as well as 
our Reading Specialist . The f irst 30- minutes are dedicated 
specif ically to technology help/ questions and the f inal 30- minutes 
include t ime for specif ic questions about the course in general or 
the content of the course. 
 
All chats are logged and posted on our web site (Chat Transcripts). 
A chat schedule is currently available for 2008. 
Please review the Chat Protocol [PDF: 1 page /  27k], as FOR- PD 
uses a moderated discussion format. 
 
About the Literacy Newsletter 
FOR- PD's Literacy newsletter deals specif ically with literacy and 
learning for K- 12 teachers of Florida's public schools. As you read 
and review our newsletter you will f ind information on local, state, 
and federal l iteracy news, upcoming conferences, celebrat ions, 
sources of funding, resources on the World Wide Web, and 
resources you can use with your students. The part icipant sect ion 
answers pert inent questions part icipants have about the course and 
provides helpful t ips for successful complet ion. We hope that this 
newsletter will provide educators with useful information to support 
their l iteracy development and the work they do with Florida 
students. 
 
We welcome your feedback on how we can better support you and 
help you grow professionally. Please feel free to contact us if  you 
have any questions or comments. 
 



Florida Online Reading Professional Development 
12443 Research Parkway 
Suite 402 
Orlando, FL 32826 
866- 227- 7261 
407- 207- 4965 (Fax) 
forpd@mail.ucf.edu 
 


